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Work item to remove unnecessary restrictions on global 

Author:
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Date:


March 15, 1999

Discussion:

Initial Investigation

There was an action item assigned to me at J4 meeting 186 (item 55 in my list in 99-0118, Action item list).  It pertained to interpretation E-366, which was withdrawn by the author in favor of removing restrictions in the revision.  The issue was that syntax rule 2 of GLOBAL (SR2 on page X-24 GLOBAL in COBOL 85; SR 2 of GLOBAL on page 292 in CD 1.4) was unclear as to whether there could be another data item with the same name as one with GLOBAL as long as that other item did not have the GLOBAL clause.

There was a J4 vote (10-0-2) to make a change.  The direction was to modify SR2 of GLOBAL and Uniqueness of reference (last paragraph, last sentence -- page 103, 8.4.4, Uniqueness of reference in CD 1.4) to say:

"In a single data division, only one of any data description entries for which the same data-name is specified can either include the GLOBAL clause or be subordinate to a data description entry that includes the GLOBAL clause.  "

Looking now, I believe the text in 8.4.4, Uniqueness of reference, last paragraph, last sentence is reasonably clear that global items must have a unique name within a source element, and the simplest change would be to replace SR 2 of GLOBAL with those words.   This proposal does that.  I consider this the most straightforward approach for users as well.

Meeting 218

It was decided that this topic was adequately addressed by the last sentence of 8.4.4, Uniqueness of reference and there was no need for SR2 of the GLOBAL clause.
Reimann/Tauber:  Move to approve 99-0142 as modified.

Yes - 4,  No - 0

Proposed change:

1. Page 292, 13.17.26.2, GLOBAL clause, delete SR 2.
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